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The strange Book of Revelation, written in about 95 AD, opens up a world in
which Christian people were under threat from the Roman Empire; some
were suffering for their faith. Was it easier to fall in with the ways of the
empire in all its wealth and prosperity, as well as cruelty, than to hold fast
in their faith? The prophet John records a vision of the risen Jesus which
opens up for him God’s perspective on the Christian assemblies and on the
empire. Written in the sort of poetic literature sometimes called “apocalyptic,” John conveys his message encouraging the Christians to stay strong in
their witness, while at the same time opening up the demonic realities
behind the workings of totalitarian empire and looking towards God’s
ultimate victory over all that is evil, in the establishment of God’s kingdom.
Today we are subject to the allurements of many different sorts of
godless “empires,” tempting us to put other gods in the place of Jesus
Christ. Can Revelation encourage us in our struggles and our witness in our
very different world?
“David Atkinson has written a timely, accessible, and delightfully
down-to-earth study on what he calls the “Strange Book of Revelation.”
Strange it might be, but we are invited to engage with Revelation as a book for
our time, and a God who seeks to make home amongst us. David’s studies will
encourage and strengthen those who both read and act on his guidance.”

—Peter B. Price, Former Bishop of Bath and Wells, Church of England
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